HSCO 509
Reply to the two discussion questions below.The replies must be at least 150 words each. Each reply must interact with a minimum of 2 academic resource published within the last 5 years.
Posts must be completed in current APA format. The emphasis will be placed on the mechanics of citing information. For example, cite information in the body of the post as well as listing sources in the reference section. Properly cite direct quotations and include the page numbers at the end of the quotations.

How can you qualify for a 100?
1. Address the Discussion Board Forum topic thoroughly. Provide support for your comments through interaction with information from course resources or other academic resources in all posts.
2. Interact with information from the course resources or other academic sources in support of your comments and opinions; do so in all posts.
3. Correctly cite sources used in the posts both inside the body of the posts as well as list source citations alphabetically at the end of the posts per current APA formatting guidelines.



Reply 1 Judith
 In America sentencing for crimes vary from state to state. Most of this is based on stereotypes and the offender’s characteristics. Defendants that are  sentenced must wait for the judges to receive the information from the district attorney as to the characteristics of the individual’s and their previous crimes. According to the (research for hidden punishments. An alternative approach) (2015).
 Inmates with felony convictions received higher sentences if they were involved in drugs or gangs, or if they had any previous prison time. The severity of the sentences ranges so drastically that it is hard to document with sentencing research. However, there are approaches that have been documented. One study found that when they compare sentences seven& versus alternative where defendants participated the outcomes were more reasonable in the bargaining process. 
However, much more work needs to be done to reduce the uncertainty of the outcomes of sentencing in regard to the sanctions imposed to defendants not all defendants were sentenced to incarceration even for felonies as long as the felonies did not include violence. However most mentally ill and drug abusers were sentenced more harshly for minor crimes.
Sentences handed out swiftly can be a deterrent. In South Dakota judges had the opportunity to use probation, with an enforcement of a rigorous alcohol treatment, adding that if they tested positive on any drug tests or breathalyzer, they would get the maximum for their crime.( 24/ 7 sobriety and hope )(2015) in the past doctors treated alcoholics different than drug use because of moderation, whereas drug use is illegal. 
They are now becoming aware of the fact that they are both brain and they both can be cured diction and see different. Some believe is a fashion. Others believe that the character weakness and still others will by the justice system to date. Marijuana is the most commonly used drug and the gate way drug. There is a strong connection between drug use and crime. Most drug users only do crimes to get enough money to purchase their drugs, whereas heroin and crack users will do crimes and not remember that they have done them.
 More research is needed with long-term outcomes for both moderate and severe drug users. However, research has shown that states can effectively serve the needs of all citizens by implementing programs that deal with drug and alcohol use as well as the crime in the eyes of the Lord. We are all his children. Some may stumble. Some may lose their faith, but with the proper guidance. 
They can be directed back on the right path. As Christians, it is our duty. Sometimes we must be strict and sometimes mild but once they are back on the path of righteousness. They will begin the healing process and again be saved.
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Reply #2 Erica
[bookmark: _GoBack] In the world today, the crime rate has increased at a steady pace, and the courtrooms are seeing numerous cases on a daily basis. Prosecutors have to juggle several cases at a time to hold offenders accountable for their actions. However since the laws have changed over the years, many offenders have a different outcome during sentencing, and those options are may seem inadequate. Some offenders receive alternative sentencing; like the opportunity to go home and be electronically-monitored by wearing a device around their ankles. The criminal justice system would prefer “workable alternatives to traditional sentencing” (Schmalleger, 2017, p. 360). The courts have adopted innovative sentencing that focuses on keeping offenders cultural background in thought when it is time to sentence, and to avoid any discrimination. 

Allowing alternative sentencing for offenders the criminal justice system is allowing issues to arise. There are crimes an offender should be held accountable for, and should receive time in jail and/or have to pay money to the individuals the crime was committed against. Having to pay money “creates perverse disincentives” (Sarnoff, 2014), so that individuals that the crime was committed against could receive money from the offender.  

The courts upholds the status of focusing on making sure that all offenders are treated in a way “that are culturally respectful and appropriate” (Jeffries & Stenning, 2014, p. 448). The courts believe that using innovative sentencing will put offenders in the spotlight, the crimes the offenders committed will be seen by everyone, and  this will “deter wrongdoers” (Schmalleger, 2017, p. 360) and help decrease criminal activities. The goal of innovative sentencing are to allow offenders to receive rehab, acknowledge and to protect all individuals that the crimes was committed against, and make sure that all individuals within the community is protected. 
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